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Most of this came to pass In the fullness of time. The
first and second points were conceded by a Conserva-
tive administration which Mr. Chamberlain sup-
ported; the fourth and seventh were eventually carried
to extremes of which he would probably have dis-
approved; Mr. Gladstone ruined all hope of putting
the third into practice, to the great detriment of the
whole Empire; the sixth soon ceased to interest the
electorate, except in Wales; and about the fifth the
politicians of all parties are still talking. It is, indeed,
an interesting speculation what might have happened,
and how far the rise of Socialism might have been
checked, had Mr. Chamberlain been given the chance
to put his "unauthorized programme" into effect, but
just when he seemed on the point of doing so the
shadow of Ireland fell across his path.